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Instructional Framework 2.0 
Protocol for Effective Lesson Planning 

 
According to SC Teaching Standards, 4.0, one of the main ingredients of a successful lesson is a 
well-developed lesson plan.  The goal is to develop a quality lesson plan with rigor that promotes 
learning for all students (SCTS 4.0, Planning Domain).  This protocol is a series of guiding 
questions to help you intentionally plan lessons to ensure they maximize learning during 
instructional delivery.   While you might not respond to each one of the questions, we 
recommend that you consider as many of them as you think are necessary or appropriate for 
your lessons.  Be sure to include the components of the instructional framework into your lesson 
plan.  Please note that this is not a lesson plan template.   
 
Instructional Plans (intentional alignment and integration of these key components):  

 Objectives (What do you want students to learn and be able to do at the end of the lesson?)  

 Teaching/learning activities (What teaching and learning activities will you use to teach this 
learning objective?)  

 Strategies to check student understanding (How will you know that students have mastered 
the standard?)  

 Organization of time and content (How much time will you need to teach this lesson in its 
entirety?  Each component or activity of the lesson?)   

 Accommodation (How are your students’ individual needs accommodated in the lesson?) 

Learning Objective: Write a targeted statement that describes what students will learn and be 
able to do at the end of the lesson. 

 Which state standards will you be teaching? (refer to district curriculum maps) 

 What concepts and skills will student learn? 

 What does mastery of this learning objective look like? 

 How will you communicate the learning objective to the students? 

Check for Understanding: How will you verify that students know what they will learn today? 
(i.e., the Learning Objective) 
 
Activator/Lesson Importance: Describe how you will introduce the topic.   

 How will you connect students’ prior knowledge about the skill or concept you are teaching?  

 How will you make the lesson relevant to students?  
 
Concept/Skill Development: Provide different methods for delivering information (different 
ways of modeling and explaining) in order to get your students to understand and apply what 
they are learning.  
 
Concept Development:  

 What concepts will require direct instruction?   

 What concrete definition(s) will you give students?   

 What examples and non-examples will you share with students?  

 What critical and noncritical attributes do students need to know about this concept? 
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Skill Development:  

 What skills will require direct instruction?   

 What step-by-step process or method will you teach students?   

 How will you model using the step-by-step process/method?  

 What metacognitive processes will you model (think-aloud) for students? 

Guided Practice:  

 What examples/tasks/actions will be used to allow the students and teacher to work 
together to demonstrate/model learning?   

 How will you prompt and monitor student thinking? 
 
Transition (CFU):  

 How will you check to make sure students are ready to move to independent practice (at 
least 80% mastery of the learning objective)?  

 What evidence will you obtain to demonstrate that most students have mastered the 
learning objective?  

 In the event that more than 20% do not demonstrate mastery, how will you re-teach the 
learning objective? 

Independent Practice:  

 What authentic practice will students complete independently to demonstrate their 
learning?  

 Is the independent student work aligned to the learning objective?  

 How will you monitor and adjust your lesson to provide in-class interventions, small group 
instruction, and/or conferencing?  

 How will you provide opportunities for students to extend their learning? 

 
Closure 

 What will you have your students do to reflect on their learning? 

 How will you close the lesson in a way that determines student mastery?   

 How will you use these CFU results to inform future instruction? 
 
Classroom Environment: 

 How will you arrange the environment to ensure that the classroom and materials are 
organized and easily accessible to students? 

 How will you arrange the environment to accommodate individual and/or group work? 

 How will you ensure rituals and routines are known and practiced? 

Check For Understanding:  Provide varied techniques to check for understanding.   
 How will you know that your students are learning?   

 Think about specific questions you can ask to determine students’ understanding. How can 
you ask the questions in different ways? Write the questions down.   

 How do you provide opportunities for all students to respond to your questions?  

 How will you monitor the student responses to determine their levels of mastery? 

 How will you prompt student thinking and provide individual feedback? 
 


